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We all have our specific order at Starbucks… but there may be a drink that you have not tried
yet that could become your new favorite.
ARIES
Honey Citrus mint tea: You like to surprise people with your drink choices and this drink choice
certainly does that. It isn’t very popular but you take pride in convincing all of your friends to try
it.
TAURUS
Matcha green tea latte: This drink is a largely debated one; most people either love it or hate it.
You are always up for an adventurous taste test and you fell in love with this one on the first sip.
GEMINI
Strawberry Coconut drink (aka: The Pink Drink): This drink is sure to cure your everlasting
sweet tooth. This drink is your go to for a sugary and aesthetic fix.
CANCER
Mango Dragonfruit Starbucks Refresher: A sweet drink for a sweet human being. You aren’t
much of a coffee person and you probably never will be. This drink is always your go to.
LEO
Chai Latte: With a hectic life and many stressors, a simple chai latte does wonders to calm you
down for the rest of your day. The smell and taste of this wonderful drink brings you to your
happy place.
VIRGO
A bagel: You prefer to eat your calories, not drink them.
 
 
                  
                  
 
                   
                 
 
 
                 
                  
     
 
                        
                     
   
 
                   
       
 
                









Espresso shot: You are a busy person with a busy schedule and you need the caffeine to get
you through the rest of the day. Libra’s don’t play around, especially not with their coffee orders.
SCORPIO
Iced caramel latte: You like to keep things simple but straight black coffee is not for you. If you
don’t get the caramel latte, it’s because there is an enticing limited offer menu item that needs
trying.
SAGITTARIUS
Caramel macchiato: This was likely the first drink you chose the first time you went to Starbucks
and it will most likely be your drink the last time you visit Starbucks. They should really just
name it “The Sagittarius drink.”
CAPRICORN
Cold brew: It’s a drink that took you a little bit of time to get used to, but now you drink it all the
time and it’s one of your favorites. You’ll find it harder to go back to the other drinks that are high
in sugar.
AQUARIUS
Americano, hot and iced: When it comes to coffee, you like the caffeine to do its job without the
added sugar getting in the way.
PISCES
Java chip frappuccino: summer or winter, a frappuccino is your go-to drink. The java chip is
perfect for when you want a bit more of a coffee taste.
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10 Best Novels to Read Over Break
Jackson Cornwell
November 30, 2020
Winter break is fast approaching and one of the best ways to spend the chilly season is to curl
up with a good book. Here are some of the best books to get you through both the holidays and
blizzards alike.
“Red, White, and Royal Blue” By Casey McQuiston
A charming and funny story of enemies turned lovers, complicated by espionage, international
relations and generational disputes, “Red, White, and Royal Blue” proposes the question of
what happens if America’s First Son falls in love with the Prince of Wales.
As both men figure out who they are as individuals and as a pair they must also combat societal
expectations and American politics. This book leaves the reader always wondering what will
happen next with a hefty dose of suspense and drama amongst the sarcastic banter between
the two main characters.
“What If It’s Us” By Becky Albertalli and Adam Silvera
A fresh take on the “meet cute”, “What If It’s Us” features two young men in their journey to
discover themselves in New York City. Fate is both dragging them together and pulling them
apart so the reader is left in a constant state of wondering will they or won’t they end up
together. With the perfect balance of humor and suspense this book is fast paced and will have
you racing to the end.
“The Hate You Give” By Angie Thomas
This story provides relevant commentary on social issues in an easily digestible format. “The
Hate You Give” is tragic and heartbreaking as it shines a light on stories that unfortunately
happen every day. It shows the world teens and young adults are entering into in an
unapologetic view and gives a call to action for change.
“Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series” By Rick Riordan
An older series but one that stands the test of time. Both super easy to read and heavily
educational, the “Percy Jackson” series offers readers an escape to a world filled with daring
 
               
               
       
               
                 
 
                   
                  
                     
       
 ​ ​     
                
               
           
      
                   
                 
                 
                 
                    
       
        
                  
              
                 
  ​ ​     
                   
                 
heroes, maniacal villains and one crazy adventure after another. Packed to the brim with Greek
and Roman mythological beings, “Percy Jackson” revives these old tales for a new generation.
“The Flip Side” By James Bailey
This debut novel has all the makings of a good romantic comedy: quirky sidekicks, nosey
neighbors, a wild yet caring family and a protagonist as lost and confused as most young adults
are.
The main character is relatable as the reader finds him in the midst of a “quarter life crisis” as
one plan after another has gone wrong, something most of us can relate to after 2020. But this
tale provides hope that our luck is just about to turn around, and all it takes is having faith in the
possibility of what could happen next.
“Knives Out” By Andrew Pham
The screenplay of the 2019 film starring Chris Evans is as delightfully suspenseful as the film
itself. Weather it’s your first visit to Thrombey Manor or you’re revisiting, there’s always more
clues to be found in this thrilling murder mystery tale.
“Spoiler Alert” By Olivia Dade
The perfect piece for the nerd inside all of us. Fans of any series will relate to the main
character in her attempts to fit into the fandom she loves. In a touching story about being
comfortable in your skin, both the main characters grapple with who they are capable of being if
they disregard what society says they have to be. Everyone can relate to the plight of these
characters and it is a sobering reminder that at the end of the day we should all be allowed to
pursue the things we love unapologetically.
“Mistletoe & Mr. Right” By Sarah Morgenthaler
This adorable holiday tale seems to be waiting for Hallmark to make it into a movie. Featuring a
successful business woman, a small wintery town, an impossible task and a charming love
interest, this book is perfect for anyone looking for a touch of romance this holiday season.
“Cinderella is Dead” By Kaylnn Bayron
Cinderella is one of my favorite princesses and this story brings her to life in a whole new and
exciting way. Taking a hard look at gender expectations and pondering if we know the full story
 
               
               
           
                 
                
                 
   
                  
               



























of Cinderella, “Cinderella is Dead” is an inspiring work that encourages the reader to step
outside of what is expected of them and fight for their happily ever after.
“The Mermaid, the Witch, and the Sea” By Maggie Tokuda-Hall
In a world not too different from ours, the effects of colonialism and the aristocracy are felt
everywhere. In an effort to live the lives they want, the main characters rely on swashbuckling
adventures, espionage and a healthy bit of magic to change not only their fate but the world
they live in.
This story brings forth all the elements of classic fairy tales and showcases them in a new and
modern way. Perfect for both fantasy lovers and those looking to branch into something, “The
Mermaid, the Witch, and the Sea” is the perfect adventure story for everyone.
 
 
         
   
   
 
            
                
              
            
         
               
                
               
            
   
                 
                 
    
              
                
   
                
               
    
                 
                    
        
              
        
 
 
WSU Begins to Cancel Basketball Games Due to COVID
William Baptist
November 30, 2020
The Wright State University (WSU) men’s and women’s basketball teams are undergoing
revisions to their schedules already, when the season was set to tip off Nov. 25.
Due to a lack of available student-athletes from both basketball teams resulting from players
quarantining with positive coronavirus tests, those designated as close contacts and injuries,
both basketball teams have had to cancel games.
“As we have seen this summer and fall with professional sports and college football, disruption
is likely while competing in a pandemic,” said WSU Director of Athletics Bob Grant. “We must
continue to hold the health, safety and wellness of our student-athletes, coaches and staff as
our top priority as we navigate through the current athletic landscape.”
Women’s basketball
The WSU women’s basketball team was set to tip off their regular season with a game against
Toledo on Nov. 25, followed by a showdown against Butler on Nov. 29. Both of those games
have been canceled.
The WSU women’s basketball team has not announced if they will play any non-conference
games before they take on Detroit Mercy on Dec. 12 to begin their conference schedule.
Men’s basketball
The WSU men’s basketball team was scheduled to compete in a multi-team event to begin their
regular season, hosted by Illinois over Thanksgiving. They withdrew from the event and did not
travel to Illinois.
WSU announced in a press release on Nov. 24 that their season will begin at home against
Marshall on Dec. 3. Next, they will take on Miami (OH) at home on Dec. 5, followed by a road
matchup against Bowling Green on Dec. 13.
This will conclude their non-conference play, and they will open their conference schedule with
a matchup against Detroit Mercy on Dec. 19.
 
 
         
   
   
 
               
                
        
                
                 
               
                
          
    
                
         
                
               
                
       
                  
            
               
       
              
             
   
              
             
          
Coronavirus: Monetary Aid for Local Health Departments, Allocation Unknown
Nicolas BenVenuto
December 1, 2020
Gov. Mike Dewine announced $30 million in monetary aid to Ohio’s 113 health departments to
fight against the coronavirus on Nov. 12, but local departments say the manner in which these
funds will be used is still forthcoming.
“Each department will receive $200,000 and will have the flexibility to determine how to best use
funds as they see fit to fight covid-19,” said Gov. DeWine in a press release. “The remaining
money will be used to hire contact tracers to support local health departments. Contact tracers
will deploy where they are needed across the state to assist in identifying individuals who may
have been exposed to COVID-19 and prevent further spread.”
By the numbers
Greene and Montgomery counties are just two of Ohio’s 68 counties currently under a level 3
emergency commonly referred to as “in the red.”
As of Nov. 21, Greene county is listed as having 4,710 reported cases of coronavirus.
Neighboring Greene county to the west, Montgomery county is listed at having 18,176 cases.
Both counties continue to show a rise in the number of active cases, adding to Ohio’s
record-breaking active cases in recent weeks.
“As of right now, we do not have any specific information to provide on how these state funds
will be allocated,” said Dayton and Montgomery county Public Health Information Supervisor
Dan Suffoleto. “How will the health department distribute this money, where will this money go
specifically. We just don’t know yet.”
The Greene County public health department was additionally contacted for a statement on the
allocation of state funds but was unable to comment at this time.
Student Opinions
With coronavirus vaccine trials underway and news of local hospitals being swamped by an
influx in coronavirus patients, students offered opinions on how they believe the $200,000
allocated to Ohio’s public health departments should be spent.
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“The money should go towards having access to masks for those who cannot afford them,
testing for a vaccine, and working towards getting a cure,” said nursing student Ashley Burns.
“What I have seen with my clinical rotations within the Miami Valley area is that hospitals are
running out of beds, vents and staff. More often than not hospitals are shutting down wards left
and right to be designated coronavirus units and there are even patients being put in hallways
because there aren’t enough beds. The staff are limited in the wards, and the lack of equipment
is alarming. A portion of this money from the state could definitely help these area hospitals
obtain more equipment for hospital staff to do their jobs accurately and potentially save more
lives.”
Wright State University (WSU) alumna Jenna Zickgraf believes that a portion of funds should be
spent to aid those struggling to get tested by offering more free, no appointment testing centers
and providing medical staff with additional equipment.
“It’s hard for some people to get tested right now without appointments and hoops to jump
through,” Zickgraf said. “The money passed down by the state can aid in the widespread
availability of testing for people in the area.”
Ohio State University swimmer Evan Stapp says that obtaining a safe and affordable vaccine is
one way that the spread of the coronavirus can be plateaued, and lives can be saved.
“I think in order to slow the spread of coronavirus we need a safe and affordable vaccine for
everyone,” Stapp said. “Right now, action steps to slow the spread is what needs to happen, but
it has to be safe as well. Additionally, making sure that healthcare workers are taken care of and
have proper equipment needs to remain on the forefront of the minds of decision makers
because these are the people saving lives.”
To view the most recent active coronavirus case data presented by the state of Ohio, visit:
www.coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
To see updates from the Greene County Public Health Department, visit: www.gcph.info
For updates on the Montgomery County Public Health Department, visit: www.phdmc.org
 
 
          
   
   
 
               
                   
                  
         
        
                   
                
                
           
      
                     
                 
               
                
    
      
                 
                
                 
      
                
               
                   
               
 
New Book Releases You Need to Put On Your List
Ariel Parker
December 1, 2020
2020 has been a hard year for everyone, including authors and booksellers. Below are some
books that were released during the second half of the year that you may not have heard of.
End the year with some new, fantastic books and try something new — and do not forget to
support your local indie bookstores, or use bookshop.org.
“Leave the World Behind” by Rumaan Alam
This book is about a family that goes on vacation in a remote area of Long Island but is
disrupted when an older couple knocks on their door during a sudden blackout. And when they
lose all communication from the outside world, it becomes harder to know who to trust. This
read is a suspenseful thriller about parenthood, race and class.
“White Ivy” by Susie Yang
Ivy Lin is a thief and a liar, who steals from her loved ones and should not be trusted. After she
becomes obsessed with a boy from school, she is sent to China by her grandmother after she
discovers what the granddaughter is doing. Years later, she bumps into the boy’s family by
chance and what follows is a dangerously perilous mystery about a young woman who will do
anything for power.
“Elatsoe” by Darcie Little Badger
This young adult fantasy is about a girl named Elatsoe who can raise the ghosts of dead
animals, a skill passed down through generations of her Lipan Apache family. After her cousin is
murdered, she seeks to find out what happened, but the secrets of Willowbee are buried deep.
“Transcendent” Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi
This book is Gyasi’s sophomore novel about a family from Ghana that struggles to make a
home for themselves in small-town Alabama. While in medical school, Gifty turns to the church
she was raised in to help figure out some of the trauma her family experienced in their lives. A




           
   
   
 
             
            
  
       
               
        
               
           
                   
              
            
   
              
        
                 
              
                    
        
             
                  
                   
                  
           
Surge in COVID Cases: This Is Why Students Think Its Happening
Maxwell Patton
December 2, 2020
Wright State University (WSU) students attribute several factors to the surge of coronavirus
cases across Ohio, including the winter weather, small gatherings and resistance to
mask-wearing.
Pretending that the pandemic is over
Geography major Kenna Thomas attributes the rise in cases due to many Ohioans getting tired
that the pandemic has continued to persist.
“People are getting bored,” said Thomas. “Many are just making excuses that it’s over.”
Thomas works in Yellow Springs, where mask-wearing is mandatory downtown.
“I’ve had to work throughout this pandemic in a tourist town, so I see a bunch of people who
don’t wear their masks outside,” said Thomas. “It’s just really frustrating, especially with how
many people I have to remind or ask to wear masks.”
Seasonal contributions
Computer science student Joseph Sodergren believes that Ohio and the country may be taking
the wrong approach in combating the coronavirus.
“I think one reason for this could be because the entire self-quarantining and masks thing is the
entirely wrong idea,” said Sodergren. “Now, winter will cause cases to surge because cold
temperatures cause the body to still have to do a little more work than it normally has to do to
achieve homeostasis, so winter makes things difficult.”
Psychology major Alexander Mikel agrees that cold temperatures bring in more cases.
“I think it’s one of those things that’ll just happen with a pandemic, to have these waves,” said
Mikel. “It was told to us that there would be a second wave around winter, especially with the flu
and cold season coming in, and I think there’s just a certain political climate in Ohio being a
more red state where people don’t follow the mask mandates.”
 
            
   
             
               
  
                  
                
                   
                 
                  
                  
                
            
                    
                    
                
                     
    
                   
                 
                   
  
               
     
                  
                      
              
              
According to Mikel, these factors laid the foundation for another surge.
Small gatherings
Nursing major Luke Kleinfelder agreed that cold weather, public indifference to the coronavirus
and a lack of mask-wearing have contributed to the increase in cases, along with small
gatherings.
“I feel like most of the time where you see outbreaks is no masks and being close together,”
said Kleinfelder. “I actually heard something on the news that people will get tested on Thursday
and wait for their results on Saturday and then once they get it back, they’ll go and meet with
people and then they’ll party, but there’s that two days in between where you don’t know who
you’ve interacted with. I think that them just not thinking that they could have caught it in those
two days and not wearing masks definitely contributes, but I think most of the time, at least for
me, I’m seeing the two together, of not wearing masks and a lot of gatherings.”
Mikel agreed that these gatherings would affect the increase in cases.
“I think in minor ways, just with a pandemic, any sort of gathering of people is going to have that
risk of spreading the virus. But I think, more than that, until we get a vaccine, there’s going to be
a natural rise and fall in cases,” said Mikel. “People are staying indoors more, restaurants are
not as able to have outdoor seating because it’s cold, so I think that probably has to do with it.”
The Ohio curfew
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine enacted a curfew on Nov. 17 that took effect two days later and will last
for three weeks. During this curfew, Ohioans would be required to remain in their homes from 10
p.m. until 5 a.m. the following day unless they needed to be out for work, food or other special
circumstances.
Kleinfelder, due to his personal experiences, feels that the curfew may not affect many Ohioans
in their day-to-day lives.
“When I heard about it, I didn’t feel like it affected that many people,” said Kleinfelder. “I myself
am not really out past 10 p.m. anyway, and so I think it will cut down a little bit on the nightlife
but I don’t know how big of an impact it will really have.”
Mikel believes that the curfew is a practical idea, though it could backfire.
 
                    
                    
           
                  
             
                 
    





























“I think it’s a good idea in practice, but I’d have to see how it is enforced because people can
just always go out anyways,” said Mikel. “If it’s said that you can get out to get food, then it’s
hardly much of a curfew, at least in my opinion.”
Mikel and Thomas do not believe that the curfew will be effective in stopping the spread of the
coronavirus, and Sodergren does not think that it will have any effect.
“I think the biggest effects we’ll see from Gov. DeWine’s orders are people being really mad at
him,” said Sodergren.
As of Nov. 30, the state of Ohio has not gone into a second lockdown.
 
 
           
   
   
 
             
            
               
   
   
               
             
               
       
               
                  
                
               
           
                
              
        
  
               
   
                
            
              
               
             
  
Evidence Shows Pandemic is Taking a Toll on Students’ Mental Health
Kaitlyn Chrosniak
December 2, 2020
Since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, the diagnosis rate for psychiatric disorders
has continually increased across the nation. Wright State University’s (WSU) Counseling and
Wellness Center (CWS) is also reporting evidence of the pandemic taking a toll on student’s
mental health.
Recent research
The University of Oxford recently reported their findings on a study about the impact of
coronavirus on coronavirus survivors. Their study found that one in every five coronavirus
survivors was also diagnosed with a psychiatric disorder within 90 days of the diagnosis. These
disorders include anxiety, depression and insomnia.
“People have been worried that COVID-19 survivors will be at greater risk of mental health
problems, and our findings in a large and detailed study show this to be likely,” said the study’s
lead and psychology professor at the University of Oxford Paul Harrison at the time of the
study’s publishing. “Services need to be ready to provide care, especially since our results are
likely to be underestimates of the actual number of cases.”
In addition to the mental health of coronavirus survivors, a study reported by the KFF, a
nonprofit health news organization, found that over 50% of adults are reporting that the
pandemic is negatively impacting their mental health.
WSU
The WSU CWS staff is reporting that the coronavirus is impacting WSU students’ mental health
as well.
“Clients list the following as the primary areas where COVID is having a negative impact: mental
health, motivation or focus, academics, loneliness or isolation and missed experiences or
opportunities,” said Director of CWS Robert Rando. “31% of clients report that the COVID-19
pandemic and related events are some of the reasons that they are seeking services.”
However, utilizing resources WSU has available for students can help them overcome these
challenges.
 
                
               
               
                
  

































“In ODS (Office of Disabilities), mental health diagnoses make up about a third of our students.
That has been pretty steady from pre-pandemic, but gradually rising over the years. We strongly
encourage our students to utilize CWS and other community support systems and we are willing
to check in with our students regularly if it helps them,” said ODS Case Manager Angela
Masten.




         
   
   
 
               
               
    
   
           
              
        
                
            
                  
          
              
    
                   
      
    
                  
                  
           
                
               
         
              
    
Rising COVID Cases and What The Future May Hold
Jackson Cornwell
December 2, 2020
As the third wave of the coronavirus ravages the United States, college campuses are once
again facing tough decisions on how to keep their students safe while providing the best
campus experience possible.
Student Organizations
Student organizations have been advised to continue practicing safe social distancing
measures. Jeremy Keller from the Office of Student Involvement and Leadership said that he’s
been impressed with the WSU student leaders.
“They continue to come up with new and innovative programs to keep the campus spirit alive,
while still following the core mission of their organization,” said Keller.
“This new wave of restrictions won’t have as quite big of an impact as opposed to the spring,”
said President of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity Jacob Jones.
SigEp has utilized online meetings and brotherhood events all semester so they are prepared
for a continuation.
“My hope is for us to return from break in the spring semester and be able to safely participate
in in-person events!” said Jones.
Ohio and DeWine
As cases in Ohio climbed, Gov. Mike DeWine issued a curfew beginning on Nov. 19 that will last
for three weeks. The curfew dictates that between the hours of 10 p.m. and 5 a.m., all Ohio
citizens should make an effort to remain inside their homes.
Bars, restaurants and other recreational venues will be closed by 10 p.m. now, and all large
gatherings are prohibited during the curfew hours. Grocery stores, fast food and gas stations will
remain open for citizens that need these services.
Religious services and other first amendment protected services are exempt from this order.
Wright State Finals
 
            
       
               
               
               
               






























Following the Thanksgiving break, Wright State University in-person classes will transition online
for the remainder of the semester.
In a campus wide email on Friday, Provost Douglas Leaman said that he encourages students
to “please consider avoiding any large gatherings that you may normally participate in and be
mindful of physically distancing yourselves from others. If you plan to celebrate the holidays with
family and friends, be sure to follow safe and sensible practices while you visit.”




      
   
   
 
               
        
   
             
                
       
                
                 
                     
           
                  
                
              
         
   
             
               
      
      
              
               
   
SGA: Two Resolutions and Pass/Fail Grades
Roxanne Roessner
December 2, 2020
The Student Government Association (SGA) met via WebEx on Dec. 1, 2020 to discuss two
resolutions and give updates on previous projects.
Resolution 21-01
Wright State University (WSU) student and village resident Jonathan Goble helped to present
Resolution 21-01. This resolution is a request to open the vehicle and pedestrian gates near the
Village apartments and University Park apartments.
“I’ve been constantly wondering why do we have all these gates along Zinc Road and keep
them locked? I often want to access Kauffman from the Village parking lots and currently I have
to either go all the way through the backside of campus or I have to drive all the way down to
the exit at College Park and backtrack north,” said Goble.
According to Goble, opening the gates would help him save on time and not have to backtrack.
The resolution was voted on and passed unanimously. The resolution will be sent to grounds.
SGA President Adrian Williams reminded members that a similar resolution was passed by SGA
a while back, but nothing came of it.
Resolution 21-02
The second resolution presented requested for Election Day to be declared a University
Holiday. It outlines how obligations like work and school on Election Day can present obstacles
to citizens’ abilities to vote.
Goble also commented on Resolution 21-02.
“Election Day poll workers are almost entirely older folks, especially elderly retired folks. Making
Election Day a University Holiday would allow students to participate in the political process as
well,” said Goble
 
               
                  
  
                
               
        
  
                  
        
                 
                   
                 
            




















According to Goble, due to the coronavirus pandemic, most poll workers are higher risk than
college students. If this resolution were to pass, it would be nice for students to help carry the
burden.
The resolution was voted to be moved to old business as resolution author Tiphani Moss agreed
to either add the information that Goble provided or rework the resolution so it highlighted
students being able to work the polls.
Pass/fail
On Dec. 8 the faculty senate meeting will vote on the resolution to change all F’s earned this
semester and the summer semester into U’s.
While the resolution has not been voted on yet, Williams is optimistic that it will pass.
“I currently do not have any reason to believe and have not been given any reason to believe it
won’t happen. However, it has not been formally voted on yet and that could change… so we’ll
have cautious optimism about it going into next week,” said Williams.
Anyone is welcome to attend the remote SGA meetings on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. over WebEx.
 
 
      
   
   
 
              
           
                  
           
             
              
              
  
                
               
          
              
              
   
             
   
             
             
              
          
                
             
             
                 
  
Dayton’s Not Dead: The Butter Cafe
Nicolas BenVenuto
December 3, 2020
Wearing masks and remaining socially distant, The Butter Cafe in Dayton, OH is working
diligently to hold their title of the city’s best breakfast.
Located at 1106 Brown St., The Butter Cafe is open from 9 a.m. through 2 p.m. on Mondays,
and from 9 a.m. through 3 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday.
Offering fan favorite menu options which include eight different varieties of savory breakfast
omelets, blueberry pancakes, crab cake benedict or even french toast kabobs; The Butter Cafe
serves award-winning meals that keep Dayton students and Brown St. regulars coming back for
more.
“The French toast or spinach and feta omelets have been my long time go-to’s,” said former
Wright State student and Dayton registered nurse John Ocampo. “I always look forward to my
morning trips there, I need to visit again soon!”
The Butter Cafe advertises vegan and gluten free menu options, and to show community
appreciation, has started delivery service for all orders placed within a three-mile radius.
Eating local
Local restaurants and businesses thrive on the support of their communities and citizens
continued patronage.
Since the beginning of the coronavirus, countless restaurants and small shops around the
nation have gone out of business or have entered a temporary shutdown.
Lifelong Dayton resident Casey Voris says that it’s important to remember that shopping and
eating locally is more important now than ever before.
“I love The Butter Cafe’s jelly donut pancakes,” said Voris. “Dayton has so many good small
shops and restaurants, and supporting these businesses is very important especially with the
financial hardships and strains that our community is going through during the coronavirus.
These are people in our communities who need our patronage, as safe as we can possibly give
it.”
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Supporting other local businesses
When then sous chef Isiah Davis first wanted to begin his journey on the path to create a cookie
empire in Dayton, he had the recipes, desire, and will-power to do so but lacked the physical
space to bake his sweet treats.
Through an introduction brought on by a mutual colleague, Davis met The Butter Cafe owner
Amy Beaver, and a business relationship was formed shortly thereafter.
“Amy and I had a mutual contact to whom I had mentioned some ideas about The Cookie Joint
and wanting to start my business,” Davis said. “We set up a time to meet a few days later for the
first time and before I could even get two words out she asked me when I wanted to start. It
says a lot about her character as a person for believing in what I do and I thank her for giving
me a chance.”
The Cookie Joint, which operates inside of The Butter Cafe during non-operation hours, serves
oven-fresh cookies to patrons by way of Cafe equipment.
“The Butter Cafe has given me the basic needs to start my business, which makes my job
extremely easy,” Davis said. “It takes a lot of stress off of my plate. I can come in and do my
thing without having to worry about the nuances and everything that comes along with owning
your own establishment. I’m forever grateful for everything they have provided me with and the
support I receive from Amy and her business.”
For a complete breakfast, lunch, drinks and desserts menu visit: www.buttercafedayton.com or
visit The Butter Cafe on Instagram @thebuttercafe.




     
   
   
 
              
                 
                
              
    
                   
                
      
  
                  
               
                   
         
                  
            
                
   
                
                
              
 
              
                     
    
COVID Vaccine: Distribution and Skepticism
Noah Kindig
December 3, 2020
U.S. companies Pfizer and Moderna are making history with their coronavirus vaccines, not just
due to how quickly they were made, but also because of what is inside of them.
In clinical trials, it was announced that Pfizer and BioNTech’s vaccine was 95% effective with a
little over 43,000 volunteers, and Moderna’s vaccine was announced to be 94.5% effective with
around 30,000 volunteers.
If both of these vaccines are approved by the FDA, they will be the first vaccines in history to
use mRNA. After approval, the U.S. Government plans to provide doses for 20 million people by
the end of the year.
Distribution
There is no use to these vaccines if they can not be distributed. Making sure that as many
people as possible are vaccinated is where Moderna’s vaccine has the advantage over Pfizer.
In order for Pfizer to take its vaccine around the world, it needs to be stored at -94 degrees
Fahrenheit, making the drug incredibly impractical to ship.
The company has created special containers that can store 5,000 doses of the drug, but if in a
regular freezer, the drug will only stay viable for 5 days.
Angela Hwang, Pfizer Bio Group President, hopes that their program can serve as a model for
future vaccination.
“This pilot program and our collaboration with U.S. and state officials will help us prepare for
broader vaccine deployment in the near future,” she said. “We are hopeful that results from this
vaccine delivery pilot will serve as the model for other U.S. states and international
governments.”
Luckily, Moderna’s vaccine is a lot less problematic. The drug can survive at refrigerator
temperature for up to 30 days, and can even be made viable for up to 6 months if stored at a
cold enough temperature.
 
             
             
              
             
        
             
               
              
   
             
               
                
   
                
               
                
                  
                   
                   
            
            
             
           
             
         
               
          
               
                
Juan Andres, Chief Technical Operations and Quality Officer at Moderna, hopes that Moderna’s
candidate will be able to begin vaccination across the United States soon.
“The ability to store our vaccine… is an important development and would enable simpler
distribution and more flexibility to facilitate wider-scale vaccination in the United States and
other parts of the world.” he said.
Going into 2021, vaccines will first be administered to priority targets, mainly health
professionals, government officials and people most at risk to death from the coronavirus. After
these people are vaccinated, it will be made available to the general public.
What’s Inside?
There has been much speculation regarding both the Pfizer vaccine’s and Moderna vaccine’s
safety, due to how quickly they were made, and the mRNA inside of them.
Dawn Wooley, a Professor at the Boonshoft School of Medicine, gave an idea on how mRNA
vaccines work.
“The mRNA in these vaccines is a piece of genetic information that codes for the infamous
“spike” proteins of SARS-CoV-2,” she said. “When the mRNA is injected into a person, the
mRNA is translated into the spike protein. A person’s immune system will then react against the
spike protein in such a way as to kill the virus when they are exposed to it.”
The vaccine contains a piece of the inactive virus, so that the body can better prepare against it.
Because there is a piece of the virus inside of the vaccine, there are some critics to its safety.
However, Wooley stresses that the virus is as safe as possible.
“These vaccines were developed very quickly because the companies used existing vaccine
platforms that were being developed against cancer and they steered them towards COVID-19,”
Wooley commented. “The vaccines are showing excellent efficacy and short-term safety
profiles. My only concern is long-term follow-up… Some potential adverse effects may take
years to show up, for example auto-immune reactions.”
Skepticism for vaccines has been around for decades, but Dr. Wooley is optimistic that these
vaccines and the coronavirus pandemic can help change perceptions.
“There has been mistrust in vaccines long before COVID-19, ever since the MMR vaccine was
linked to autism in 1998… So, skepticism about vaccines is nothing new. It is possible the
 
               
     
          
              
            
             
              
  
                
           
            
            
                    





















COVID-19 might show people how important vaccines are and help to turn around this mistrust
of vaccines,” said Wooley.
What do I do until I get a vaccine?
Especially with counties around Dayton being in “red zones” for coronavirus cases and with
winter approaching, it is more important than ever to stay vigilant.
“People need to heed the recommendations of the medical professionals and take personal
responsibility to protect themselves and the people around them,” said Wooley. “Use common
sense.”
Since respiratory viruses spread more quickly at this time of year, it is important that everyone
follows social guidelines put forward by the state of Ohio.
“Colder temperatures also suppress the immune system leaving people more vulnerable to
infection,” said Wooley. “These weather conditions drive people indoors where the transmission
can occur. People need to be extra careful at this time of year as the influenza virus also hits at
this time. We are entering the most dangerous time of the year for respiratory viruses.”
 
 
       
   
   
 
               
              
  
    
                 
               
           
              
              
           
               
                  
             
                 
                 
                   
                 
                   
     
     
                 
          
                 
                
                    
Biden as The Next President: Student Opinions
Maxwell Patton
December 3, 2020
Students at Wright State University (WSU) believe that Joe Biden will help the United States
come together as president and that President Trump’s claims of election fraud have little
evidence.
Election night thoughts
Psychology major Cody Daniel expected the election to be close during the night of Nov. 3.
“Both candidates seemed to be strongly disliked by large groups on both sides,” said Daniel.
“This election had a lesser-of-two-evils kind of feel to it.”
Business student Julian Greenwell was not surprised that Biden was elected because of the
influence of the media and the movement encouraging voters to cast their ballots. He
anticipated the controversy that would come with the 2020 election.
“I was slightly concerned, though, because whenever Biden got elected, I knew that there was
going to be a lot of controversy, as there always is during an election,” said Greenwell. “I was
just waiting to find out how everyone was going to handle it.”
History major Nolan Hall was working when he was informed that Biden had won the election.
“I checked my phone and saw that Biden won Pennsylvania and that the other states that were
to follow in his favor were now of no consequence by that point,” said Hall. “Trump had been
beaten and at his own game, might I add. Where Trump may have had the rural populations
snowed in his favor, he failed to claim the major city centers where it mattered most, such as he
had done in 2016.”
Reactions to Biden winning
Hall was relieved that Biden was elected due to a strong dislike for President Trump. Biden, to
him, had the best chance of winning against Trump.
“I couldn’t have cared less if it were a Democrat or Republican that was running against Trump,”
said Hall. “The man inherited so many things from the last administration that people credit him
for and he has destabilized our country on the world stage, which for me as a history major is a
 
                    
  
                 
   
                    
               
            
       
      
                  
              
              
                 
                 
               
                     
                 
  
           
                 
      
                 
                  
         
             
               
                
    
very disturbing thing to see on so many levels because the fall of a country is usually not too far
behind.”
Daniel finds the election of Biden to be bittersweet, though he is content with Biden’s choice of
vice president.
“While I’m glad that the man who thinks the virus is no longer an issue is out of the White
House, Biden wasn’t exactly my first choice,” said Daniel. “However, I am glad that Kamala
Harris is the vice president-elect. Biden seems representative of the previous generation’s
Democrats, while Harris seems more progressive.”
Lawsuits and allegations of fraud
After Biden won the election by a margin of 306-232, Trump filed lawsuits in at least six states,
demanding recounts and alleging widespread voter fraud. Greenwell is not sure if these claims
are valid, though videos from social media have added fuel to the fire.
“You see a lot of things on social media,” said Greenwell. “You see videos and allegations of
people throwing out ballots, so it just gets you thinking about if these people are going to
publicly post videos of themselves throwing away ballots, how many other people are doing this
and not taking a video of it? Then again, you also have to think that even if they did find some
type of voter fraud, would it be enough to overturn the popular vote? There’s a bunch of
what-ifs.”
Organizational leadership student Logan Castleman believes that the Trump administration was
ready for something like this to happen, though such an incident may not have occurred in the
manner the media reported it.
“With the videos of people throwing away the mail-in ballots, it’s not right, but those could have
been Joe Biden votes as well and not just have been Trump’s,” said Castleman. “I feel like the
media portrayed that it was just Trump’s votes.”
Daniel believes that there is little to no evidence supporting Trump’s claims.
“There being enough fraud for it to matter would require coordination of hundreds of thousands
of people, which is highly unlikely,” said Daniel. “Trump lost, and he should just concede.”
A Biden presidency
 
               
                
      
                  
                 
         
              
         
                  
                  
                
      
                 





















Representatives from the electoral college will be meeting to cast their votes for president on
Dec. 14. Greenwell believes that Trump was a solid president with his policies, and he is
nervous about a Biden presidency.
“I’m not sure if he has a plan, as far as the lockdown goes, with handling COVID,” said
Greenwell. “He claims he does, but then again, members of his cabinet also say that they don’t
have a plan. It’s all over the place.”
Greenwell is also concerned about fracking during the Biden presidency, because it will raise
the price of gas and other necessary items.
“That’s a little concerning, but when it comes to Biden and him being so personable, I think that
that is a positive of his, and I think he can bring the country together,” said Greenwell.
Daniel believes that if Biden is inaugurated come January, there is one issue the president may
not focus on like expected.
“My biggest concern is that he won’t focus on combating climate change as much as we need




   
   
   
 
               
              
             
               
            
     
               
                
                
  
                
                 
              
                    
                  
                
  
                
              
         
                
         
    
            




Advocates for Cultural diversity and Excellence (ACE) was founded in May of 2018 when Seara
Kim wanted to form an Asian interest sorority at Wright State University (WSU).
Current President Isabelle Hardesty continues Kim’s work by guiding the interest group currently
chartering a sorority. ACE is determined to expand diversity and inclusion at WSU by providing
services to the community, achieve academic excellence and represent the unrepresented.
The history of ACE
When Kim transferred to WSU, they noticed that the university lacked sororities for Latinx and
Asian based groups. When Kim contacted an individual who knew how to start the process of
creating a sorority, an email was sent out and more women interested in the interest group
joined.
Kim was acting president for about a year before they transferred to a different university and
Hardesty took over as President. While there is no vice president, the organization of nine to ten
women all support one another and share the duties of chartering a sorority.
“I do have girls who assist me when I need them to and they’re willing to help me out whenever
they need to. Our group is more about supporting each other than roles, really. So, I guess you
could say, I am the acting president, however, I am supported by the whole organization,” said
Hardesty.
According to Hardesty, ACE looks for quality members that want to be a part of something
bigger than themselves. While the organization is mainly Asian based, according to Engage the
motto is, “Asian by tradition, not by definition”.
According to Hardesty, applying members do not have to be Asian, but they should share the
ideals and understanding that the current members possess.
The coronavirus impact
The coronavirus pandemic may not have harmed ACE activity-wise, but members were
impacted mentally.
 
                  
                  
               
    
             
                
               
    
                 
                   
                
      
    
              
              
           
  
                
                  
              
      
            
                 
               
                   
     
     
             
   
“Earlier in the year coronavirus was called the Chinese virus and a lot of the times, because we
are an Asian interest group, it was something we had to sit down about and check on how
everyone was feeling. While I was not in any uncomfortable situations, some of my members
were,” said Hardesty.
According to Hardesty, members reported that people were acting distant towards them and
using the term Chinese virus around them. While the situation has gotten more controlled in the
past months, members are still cautious with not only the coronavirus, but also with adverse
reactions from others.
“This group brings in a new perspective and provides not only a way to spread cultural diversity,
but also a place where the girls feel like they belong, where they can talk openly. I’m not saying
that they were ostracized, but it’s a comforting feeling to know that other people know what
you’re going through,” said Hardesty.
The big picture
Because of online education, ACE keeps in contact with members through group chats and
texts. Commuting students can join meetings online without having to go to campus.
According to Hardesty, communication has improved between members and engagement has
increased.
“I wanted to make friends, learn more about other cultures, and to empower other women. My
favorite thing about ACE is when we go out to eat together and spend quality time with one
another,” said senior social work major with a minor in health communications Rebekah Wyse
on why she joined ACE.
Computer science major Alyana Barrera also enjoys the members of ACE.
“What I love about ACE is the members and our mission on campus. We want to spread
diversity and also make sure that we support each other and others,” said Barrera.
ACE is still in the process of chartering a sorority and hopes that in the future they can help
others to feel included.
Where to find ACE
Individuals can find ACE information on Engage, on Instagram @wsu_ace and Facebook as
WSU ACE.
 
                 






































ACE will also have a podcast called Safe Space with ACE where the women will discuss topics
important to them and society.
 
 
          
   
   
 
            
               
    
   
                   
  
                
               
           
            
  
             
    
    
                
           
                  
                 
               
              
                 
             
           
                
              
Wings Express May Not Accurately Reflect the Format of Classes
Kaitlyn Chrosniak
December 4, 2020
As the spring semester approaches, Wright State University (WSU) students in graduate
programs should be aware that Wings Express may not accurately reflect the teaching format of
the courses offered.
In-person undergraduate
The spring semester is set to begin Jan. 11 with 35% of courses being offered fully or partially in
person.
“I’m excited to have that experience with a teacher that is in person,” said freshman motion
pictures student Trevor Seech-Hrvatin. “It’ll be a lot more motivating than a WebEx call.”
Other undergraduate programs offering face-to-face instruction during the spring semester on
WSU’s Dayton campus include music, Greek, military science, physics and various other
programs.
WSU’s Lake Campus is offering in person courses for various sciences, law enforcement,
nursing and others.
Graduate program offerings
Students in graduate programs at WSU should refer to how their professors say courses will be
offered next semester in situations where Wings Express tells otherwise.
“What you saw on there [Wings Express] were a bunch of classes that were either set in person
or had no designation and that was because I didn’t bother to change them because no one
was taking those classes in the spring,” said Associate Dean of the School of Professional
Psychology Michelle Schutlz. “We’re a cohort based doctoral program, so some of our classes
the students have to have pre-approval to take. And no one is taking those sections [listed as
face-to-face] even though they’re listed in our course offerings. We assigned students to
sections, and no one was assigned to those particular sections.”
The Professional School of Psychology is not the only school at WSU where courses are being
listed on Wings Express as face-to-face that will not be taught as such.
 
                
              
               
              
        
                 
                
              
               
         
               


























The master’s program for accounting offers students the ability to sign up for a course dubbed
special topics, in which students who are interested in a topic from upper-level undergraduate
accounting, but could not fit the course into their schedule before entering graduate school, can
take the course for graduate credit by completing additional assignments. All courses that can
be applied to this course are online.
“It’s similar to something like a cross list of a class, where there’s a number at the
undergraduate level and the number of the graduate level, and it covers the same class,” said
Professor and Chair of Accountancy James Greenspan. “We use a generic number instead to
cover any undergraduate accounting class that a student might cross list. So, they’re taking and
attending the undergraduate class equivalent for graduate credit.”




       
   
   
 
            
               
  
    
              
             
                 
               
      
               
           
       
   
              
              
            
            
                
        
                  
                 
       
             
             
                 
Biden’s Education Plans and The WSU Impact
Jamie Naylor
December 4, 2020
As Wright State University (WSU) faces budget cuts and workforce reductions, President-Elect
Biden poses new education plans that would help fund universities and help the student debt
crisis.
WSU and Ohio
Last week WSU administration announced budget cuts and workforce reductions due to the low
enrollment rates impacted by the coronavirus. As a public state university, WSU receives
funding from the state based on enrollment and retention numbers, which are at an all-time low.
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine recently signed a new coronavirus relief bill that provides funding for
small businesses, hospitals and education.
According to a Gov. Dewine’s press release, “It also includes $100 million in CARES Act
funding for higher education. This funding will support critical COVID-19-related services
provided at Ohio’s universities and colleges.”
Biden’s plan
President-Elect Joe Biden ran a campaign focused on education reform and funding. At the
beginning of his term, he plans on implementing reforms with advice from education experts,
and future First Lady Dr. Jill Biden, who is an educator.
According to Biden’s campaign website, he will “Invest in community colleges, strengthen
college as a reliable pathway to the middle class and support colleges and universities that play
unique and vital roles in their communities.”
A popular idea that was introduced in the house was to get Biden to forgive student loan debt
via executive action. His campaign is still pondering the idea and has not said what his exact
actions on the matter will be.
Student loan forgiveness is popular among college students, college graduates and universities.
When speaking about student loans, Alyssa Laake, an elementary education major said “there
was a point where I thought maybe I should just quit school, pay off my loans.”
 
              
              





































Many students feel this way, causing retention rates to drop and causing public university
funding to drop, endangering schools like WSU. Leading many to be hopeful for President-Elect
Biden to start his term.
 
 
       
   
   
 
            
              
      
               
            
            
                 
                
      
                  
                 
                
               
   
               
   
                 
                  
  
     
                    
                 
                    
              
                 
                   
The Commuter Student Association Makes Its Return
Alexis Wisler
December 5, 2020
The new Commuter Senator, Sabrina D’Alesandro, has brought back the Commuter Student
Association (CSA) which aims to make commuter students feel more connected to campus.
The need for a CSA
D’Alesandro feels that a CSA will help commuter students have a voice at Wright State
Universty (WSU) and help them feel included in the campus community.
“The biggest problem is mostly the communication with the administration and sometimes
feeling like a second thought. I think one good example is Wright State did give all the
commuter students masks, but I know a lot of commuter students didn’t receive them until well
into the semester,” said D’Alesandro.
D’Alesandro says that she lives in Fairborn and still waited weeks for her mask to arrive so she
can’t imagine how long it took students who live further from campus to get theirs. Although this
is just one example of commuter students feeling like an afterthought at WSU, issues like this
appear every year with another prime example being the parking dilemma that students faced in
the past.
CSA Vice President Anna Spiros says that she wants to help commuter students feel connected
to campus.
“After being a commuter myself, I really just want to make sure that other commuters feel like
they have a place in the school community even if they aren’t on campus all the time,” said
Spiros.
Goals for the CSA
“One thing that I want to do is just provide a community for students. I think having a place for
commuters to go where they have a similar interest and a lot of similar struggles is important.
Besides that, I want to have a place for the Commuter Senator to be able to get in direct contact
with those students. Being an engineering student I can speak on behalf of engineering
students, but I don’t always know what it’s like being an English student, or a business student,
or a music student, or an art student, so I think that that is really important,” said D’Alesandro.
 
                
                
             
            
                    
                  
              
      
                




























D’Alesandro wants to make sure that every student has a voice on campus, even those who
don’t live on campus. A main goal for D’Alesandro is to open communication up between the
university and commuter students as well as between commuter students themselves to talk
about the issues that they face and ways to fix them.
“As treasurer of the CSA, it is my goal to address the commuters’ needs and use our funds in a
way that would benefit the school as a whole. I would like to focus on expanding events that
would cater to off-campus students to make them feel more connected despite the distance,”
said Alexis Lemieux, CSA Treasurer.
While the CSA is just beginning again after a hiatus, D’Alesandro, Spiros and Lemieux all have
big plans for commuter students in the future.
 
 
        
   
   
 
               
              
   
   
                   
     
                 
              
                 
                
   
                    
                 
               
         
                     
                   
        
      
                 
             
                    
                 
Soccer Seniors Determined to Defend Horizon League Title
William Baptist
December 5, 2020
The Wright State University (WSU) men’s soccer team is preparing for spring season, and they
will have lost 10 players from last season’s Horizon League Championship team when the
season begins.
New leadership
Along with the production that will be lost from the 10 seniors, they will lose all of the leadership
that those upperclassmen provided.
“Those guys had a ton of experience and many of them were three-to four-year starters in the
program. Leadership is always something we are focused on and developing in the younger
guys so that they will be ready when their time comes,” said Head Coach Jake Slemker.
Slemker is looking for his new seniors to lead this young group moving forward through these
unusual circumstances.
“The message is clear, it’s their time to step up and set the tone in training every day. We also
need them to lead this group off the field and in the locker room,” said Slemker.
The team will have five seniors when the spring season officially takes place. They all
understand the importance of leading the younger guys.
“The older I get the more leadership I need to show on and off the field. I think it’s important that
all of the older guys feel this way too because we have been here the longest and we know
what to expect,” said senior Brayden McNitt.
Repeating as Horizon League champions
The team has been practicing for a while, and considering the season will not take place until
the spring, it will be an extremely long layoff for the team.
“We can’t come in out of shape or spring season could be a disaster. It is the last semester here
for most of the seniors and we don’t want spring to be a waste,” said McNitt.
 
               
    
                  
          
                 
               































Since this team won the Horizon League championship last season, teams will be looking to
knock them off.
Repeating as champions has a lot to do with leadership, so the seniors on the team have been
stressing the importance of staying ready over winter break.
“The biggest thing over winter break is to stay in shape, stay healthy and keep getting touches
on the ball. With the unusual COVID-19 circumstances, it is important that everyone stays ready
to play when needed,” said senior Alex Hummel.
 
 
            
   
   
 
                 
             
              
          
   
              
           
               
            
           
                    
                  
               
       
               
              
          
             
           
               
    
               
                  
    
               
             
                
     
WSU’s Racial Equity Task Force: What Actions Are They Taking Right Now?
Roxanne Roessner
December 5, 2020
The Racial Equity Task Force was formed in the summer of 2019 in response to racial injustice
throughout the United States. Members of Wright State University (WSU) student body, faculty,
staff and alumni banded together to form this task force to address racial injustices,
discrimination and racial equity within WSU as a whole.
The history
Faculty Senate Vice President Brian Boyd with the help of Faculty President Laura Luehrmann
came together last summer to bring racial awareness to campus.
Boyd and Luehrmann spoke with student leaders to hear their opinions and concerns within the
student body. After the exchanges, Boyd and Student Government Association (SGA) President
Adrian Williams began to craft the Racial Equity Task Force.
“I think it’s common at times to hear things like, ‘well, I’m not going to be political and I’m just
going to be a good person, it’ll work itself out’ and the reality is that these inequities exist
because systems have been designed to have inequitable outcomes. To fix that, we need to
actually take some action,” said Boyd.
The task force sent WSU President Sue Edwards a formal statement on July 31, 2020,
describing their intentions and goals for combating racial injustice and inequity within WSU, “We
seek to provide meaningful, ongoing interventions against white supremacy institutionally
embedded in American life. United as students, faculty, staff, administration, and alumni, the
Racial Equity Task Force acknowledges the specific prejudices and intersectional oppressions
experienced by students, faculty, and staff of color and will actively pursue pathways for their
safety and success.”
According to Boyd, the task force is a combination of students, staff, faculty, administrators and
alumni who are working to examine WSU under a critical lens to see whether or not they are
addressing racial equity.
There are also subcommittees that were established by the task force to focus on addressing
certain issues. There are subcommittees for communication, reaching out to officials and others
that handle racial issues within the WSU community such as the rock and bathroom stalls being
vandalized with insensitive messages.
 
   
               
          
               
          
               
                 
             
    
                   
              
              
                   
               
  
                
            
                      
                  
    
                 
                 
  
                  
             
               
       
   
             
              
Racial equity
The word equity within the Racial Equity Task Force was chosen instead of equality because
equality is giving everything or everyone the same treatment.
According to Williams, racial equity is giving individuals the resources and tools that they need
to succeed based on their individual needs and backgrounds.
Incidents of racial discrimination, such as the death of George Flyod and Breonna Taylor, have
led to movements such as Black Lives Matter (BLM) in the past year. The WSU community has
also had its fair share of racial discrimination within the past year.
Goals and achievements
In Oct. 2020, the Racial Equity Task Force sent a letter to Gov. Mike Dewine asking for him to
fill the empty Board of Trustees position with a diverse member who, “already possesses
education and experience in addressing structural racism… This is more than a request for
appointing a person of color to the board. It is a request to expand the expertise of the Board
and to appoint board members who can understand, promote, and advance this work in their
role….”
Williams believes that the Racial Equity Task Force will not make changes overnight, but that it
will take time for these actions to truly come to fruition.
“Its effect will be felt two to five years down the line and the main goal at the moment is for the
governor to hear us and listen to our letter about appointing a diverse member to the Board of
Trustees,” said Williams.
According to Luehrmann, the task force also sent a survey to the faculty about what steps they
are or are not taking already to address diversity and racial issues in their classroom and their
syllabi.
“The goal is to [ensure] every student interested in Wright State all the way up to alumni are
given equitable representation within the university, are not susceptible to any insensitive or
racial remarks and that the university is proactive in ensuring that the minority experience at
Wright State is equitable,” said Williams.
Looking forward
WSU has added the Office of Inclusive Excellence and President’s Council on Inclusive
Excellence (PCIE) with the goal to, “advance and sustain an environment of internal equity,
 
              
           
    
                  
           
                 
 
diversity, and inclusiveness for all members of the WSU Community by ensuring equal access
to employment and educational opportunities; promoting fairness and equity; being respectful,
impartial, and non-judgmental.”
“It’s not just the importance of one office, or one person. All of us are responsible for checking
our language, privilege and implicit bias that exists,” said Luehrmann.
Students are encouraged to join the Racial Equity Task Force and reach out to Boyd for more
information.
